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DATE:


June 4th, 2016

EVENT:

Region 16 Quartet Workshop

CLASS TITLE:  
Stellar Performances

FACILITATOR:
Sue Melvin & Pam Calveric

· Speak loudly, clearly and with expression in you tone of voice, as well as your face.
· Monitor your use of, “Ummm”, etc.  Speak more slowly to fight the urge to use that type of speech pattern.

· If the room or audience is large, and/or some of your audience members are hard-of-hearing, use a microphone.

· Stand up straight, look your audience in the eye, be self-assured, gracious and warm/real.

· Be prepared!  Rehearse and memorize your introduction (or, if you must use an index card, use it only for reference vs. reading it line-by-line.)  

· Dialogue should be brief, interesting, tasteful and appropriate/pertinent to the particular audience.  Know your audience and play on their interests or commonality.  Be creative.
· KIS (Keep It Simple) – Lengthy or complex introductions don’t help.

· Do not include the song title in the introduction.  (Let it be a surprise!)

· Try to avoid saying, “For our next song….”   Instead, tell a short story relating to the song’s title or meaning, brief history of the song or composer, have dialog with another quartet member to set it up, or ask a question that leads in to the song.
· Don’t try to be funny (unless you really are.)  Think instead of being entertaining.  If you tell jokes, relate them to yourselves, the audience (but be careful) or the music.  Stay away from anything even remotely controversial!  (If you ever have any question as to whether or not the material is in good taste, do not use it.)  Don't tell inside jokes - The audience will neither understand nor appreciate them.

· Timing:  Walk to the front of the chorus (or wherever your emcee location is) during the applause for the prior song so you can begin speaking right away.  No white spots!

· You don't have to talk between every song.  Tie two or three together. 
· Remember to breathe! Techniques we learn for our singing apply to public speaking as well. 
· Avoid too much discussion of barbershop competitions, shows, arrangers, chorus-specific jokes or innuendos, etc.  Keep it brief and to the point. 
· Include a membership plug, but keep it brief.

· If you are introducing the quartet members and/or parts, keep it brief and to the point.  Consider using the “Mickey Mouse” tag to demonstrate the parts or the “Ice Cream Sundae” verbal analogy.
· Be flexible in case something doesn’t go as planned.

· Don't apologize for any short-comings (either yours or those of your chorus/quartet.) 
· Don’t tell the audience how they should/will feel; e.g. “You will love this next song.”

· Put your best speaker first and last.

· Be authentic and sincere

· If you’re having fun and it shows, SO WILL THE AUDIENCE!

