How To Be The World’s Best Section Leader

Lynnell Diamond

Overhead #2


CORRECT NOTES AND WORDS - ALL THE TIME!
NO EXCUSES, EVER. Every singer in your section must know every note and every word, plus the dynamic and interpretive plan. 

WORK TO IMPROVE THE BASIC VOCAL SKILLS 
WHAT ARE THE BASIC VOCAL SKILLS?

1.  Posture (Body alignment)

2.  Breathing

3.  Phonation

4.  Resonation

5.  Articulation
WHERE CAN YOU FIND THIS INFORMATION?

Judge Category Description Book, The Sound Category, Sec.II-A, pages 1-5

HOW DO I ACCOMPLISH ALL THIS?
WORK AS A TEAM WITH YOUR DIRECTOR.

Be sure you are clear about what your director wants you to accomplish during each of your section rehearsals. Let her know when you feel your section needs time to work.

Communicate with your director about what’s going on in your section, such as: problems that need further attention; misunderstandings about interpretive plan; consistent non-compliance of section members; problems with music difficulty; etc.
PLAN YOUR SECTION REHEARSALS. 

How much time do you have? Has your director given you a specific focus for your rehearsal time? Would your section benefit from working with another section rather than alone? (Time spent duetting with another section and becoming aware of the interdependence among the parts can be very productive.)
COMMUNICATE WITH YOUR SECTION.

Tell them what you expect to accomplish in your rehearsal.

Tell them why it’s important.

Drill. Do as many repetitions as needed. Don’t overlook mistakes – keep at it until it’s right.

Ask for their feedback. Do they have questions? Do they need more drill? Do they understand the plan?

Praise them when they do well. 

Challenge them gently to become better, always respecting their individual capacities.

Have fun. Develop a sense of section pride. Make buttons (“Basses rule,” “Tenors are terrific,” etc.). Create a “spirit chant” for your section. 

