Ways We Choose Music:

Quartets sing current chorus music

Old chorus music

Music from previous quartet

Heard it at a contest

Heard it at a show

Heard it on a CD

It was our favorite song in high school

It’s our favorite song today

Tenor/lead/bari/bass insists on a song that showcases her

Saw it on an arranger’s list & was intrigued

Friend suggested it

Coach suggested it

Choosing the music:

It’s often a long, slow, frustrating process

Lots of arrangements end up in the file or the trash, not the folder

Pick music that plays to your strengths – even the queens do this


Signature Sound story – more music ends up in the wastebasket than in our folders


A Cappella Gold – low, jazzy, mellow, swingy


Brava – high, driving, pingy

Stay well within your comfort zone for contest songs until you’re in a position to go for the top spot

Choose music that presents the image and values of your group

The lead/director need to love it; the rest of the quartet/chorus need to like it

Order tons of music to find a few that work

SAI published – cost effective

Arranged Music List – Contact SAI, can get preview copies

Contact arranger – different policies regarding preview copies

