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HOW TO LEARN NEW MUSIC

What do we do when we receive a learning track for new music?  Most of us would answer, “Stick it in the car or Ipod and listen to it every day going back and forth to work.”  Listening to your learning track in the car as you drive around is better than nothing...BUT...it often results in wrong notes being learned due to uneven quality of the learning track, singing errors by those who made the track (yes, it does happen), or listening errors by those of us who are hearing it.

Try this TWELVE STEP PROGRAM, preferably BEFORE you play the learning track in your car.  Your learning will be more accurate and the extra time will be well worth it!


  1.
Read through the words while LISTENING to the balanced version and get a sense of the timing and the flow of the song 

      2.  MARK YOUR MUSIC!



•
Pythagorean tuning

•
Interpretation if known (breaths, vocal inflections, held notes, etc.)

•
Part considerations (tenor below lead, baritone above lead, octaves, etc.)

      3.  Listen to balanced version with ears only – at least two times – DO NOT SING!

      4.  Listen to balanced version while looking at the words – at least two times – DO NOT SING!

      5.  Write out the lyrics and check yourself

      6.  Listen to your part while looking at the notes – at least two times – DO NOT SING

      7.  Hum along with your part – WATCH YOUR MUSIC

      8.  Sing along with your part – WATCH YOUR MUSIC

      9.  Take phrase by phrase with your part – WATCH YOUR MUSIC

    10.  Take phrase by phrase with the lead part – WATCH YOUR MUSIC

    11.  Take phrase by phrase with each harmony part – WATCH YOUR MUSIC

    12.  Repeat the above until you feel confident with the correct notes/words of your part.

CONGRATULATIONS!!  This can be done in one hour (at a section rehearsal) resulting in an entire song being sung with confidence and good vocal production OR on your own for every new song.  

Continue to look at the sheet music on a regular basis to ensure accuracy of notes and lyrics!

Have fun with this TWELVE STEP PROGRAM, designed to CONTINUE your addiction to barbershop harmony!!

