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Why balance chords?
● Pythagorean tuning

○ High on 2, 3, 6, 7

● How do you know what you’re singing?
○ Barbershoppers tune vertically and horizontally

■ Vertically: Tune to the specific chord you are singing
■ Horizontally: Tune in relationship to the key note



Horizontal Tuning 
1. Everyone sings their line on the key note 

a. Listen for synchronization, consistency of sound/energized vocal line, resonance 

2. One person sings their part against the key note (sung by the remainder 
of singers)
a. Listen for all of the above (from all singers) plus Pythagorean tuning by the vocalist who is 

on their part 

3. Switch off until everyone sings their part against the tonal center 
4. Everyone sings on their own part 
★ Important: one person should sit out, listen, and coach the group. Take 

turns being the listener so everyone gets coached and has a chance to 
develop their ear

★ Faster than vertical tuning and effective technique to tune phrases/songs. 
If a chord still isn't tuning, use vertical tuning 
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Passing chords: 
Find the open 
fifth. May help to 
look at the next 
chord.
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Not a 
perfect fifth, 
find 
another 
open fifth if 
not tuning 
well



C
G

E
C

D
A

F
C

E
C

G
C

C=8
G=5

E=3
C=1

D=1
A=5

F=3
C=7

E=3
C=8

G=5
C=1

E
A

F
C

E=7
A=3

F=1
C=5




