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Choosing a Song to Arrange

What is the most important consideration in choosing a song to arrange?

The message of the song.

A song should tell a story, and like any other story, it must be interesting enough to get and hold the attention of the listener. A song story should:

· Have a message. The message should be appropriate and should appeal to a wide range of listeners. 

· Be easy to follow. The story line should set the stage, create either action or tension, be concise, suggest a resolution (even if that resolution is not accomplished)

What else makes a good choice for a barbershop arrangement?

Melody. The melody should be:

· Interesting 

· Smooth 

· Singable 

Lyrics: Lyrics are the vehicle for telling the story. They should:

· Follow naturally the rhythmic pattern of the melody

· Be contemporary 

· Build to a climax to coincide with the climax of the song

· Be easy to articulate at the appropriate rhythm

· Include many singable consonants and ringable vowels (especially at phrase endings and climactic points)

“Hook”: The hook is a mini-synopsis of the message of the song. A strong song will include a hook that:

· Is simultaneously a melodic hook and a lyrical hook. 

· Repeats at appropriate intervals to drive home the message of the song and create a memorable experience. The hook usually comes at the beginning of the chorus, but not always. 

A common, generally consistent rhythm pattern. Almost all songs appropriate for the barbershop style will be in 4/4 or 3/4 time, or simple variations of these. 

Appropriate implied harmony and chord progressions: 

· The implied harmony must use ONLY the eleven barbershop chords included in all our arrangements and in the handout in your script.

· Songs that include a majority of major triads, dominant (barbershop) seventh chords, and dominant ninth chords are strongest for barbershop because they give the performers the opportunity to achieve “lock and ring,” the hallmark of the barbershop style.

· The implied harmony should always be used in the arrangement, with the addition of substitute chords where appropriate.

Form. Music that contains repeated melodic patters creates a feeling of “gong somewhere,” progressing logically from beginning to end. The form should:

· Emphasize the ‘hook” of the song 

· Be organized into an even number of 8-bar segments, including the intro and tag.

· Include a repeating pattern of segments, such as AABA, ABAB, ABAC, ABCA.

Where can I find good music to arrange?

· Published single sheet music and anthologies

· Sheet Music Magazine

· Online search 

· Your local library

· SPEBSQSA

· Friends

· Antique shops

· Swap meets and garage sales


