EMCEEING TIPS
WHY ARE YOU HERE? – chorus, quartet, interest – In each circumstance the role will be different.  


QUARTET – Establish the character of the individual quartet members.  (Physical challenges, microphone shy, jokster, serious, air head, cut up) and work with them.  



Develop short skits to be used when needed.  (Playing pitch pipe, taking pictures, coughing)




Keep intros short and informative.  They like to hear about you..


CHORUS – You are the glue between the chorus and the audience.  You are the  storyteller and the image of your chorus.  You have an exceedingly important role.  Try very hard to find an emcee in your chorus so your director is not doing the emceeing. 
BEFORE THE PERFOMANCE


How shall you open and close – be brief and to the point.  Is there someone you should acknowledge.

Research your audience – what characteristics can you play into.  Find positive  things that you can say about them. Who and what are they.


Prepare, prepare, prepare!!!  Research your music – but don’t tell them everything.  Just some “gems”. 


Do not read your script!!!  It becomes very artificial and you have lost touch with the audience.  


. 


Research your audience.  Make no comments on personal appearance or cultural steriotypes. 


Don’t make your intro so spectacular that the performer cannot possibly live up to your intro.  (We are not all North Metro)  Be aware of whether it is an uptune or a ballad. 


Check where you are going to stand.  Check microphone if there is one.  If not have someone come into the room with you listen as you speak so you can feel how loud you are going to have to speak.  (Then double it when the room fills up)


Check for exits

DURING THE PROGRAM
Introduce yourself and the performing group (maybe you should include the directors)  Briefly tell the audience what the procedure is for the performance. Announcements and turn off your cell phones etc.  Unattended children will be sold at auction. 
Try to connect one musical selection to the next (not always possible)

Be aware that there may be  unexpected events –( fire drill, crying baby, cell phone)  It’s OK to have a short story to tell if it refers to the incident – SHORT.    *******Be aware of what is happening around you.  Some incidences make great material. 

REMEMBER YOU ARE THE BRIDGE BETWEEN YOUR PERFORMING GROUP AND THE AUDIENCE.  PREPARE THEN  RELAX AND ENJOY YOURSELF.  

CONFIDENCE AND EASE COMES FROM BEING PREPARED AND PRACTICE!!!!!!!!!!!

